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home in need of accessible and adequate 
health care services. Therefore, I strongly 
commend my colleague BOB FILNER for bring-
ing this measure before the floor. 

This bill provides for a new two-fiscal-year 
discretionary budget authority for three critical 
accounts of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs: medical services, medical support and 
compliance, and medical facilities. Accord-
ingly, this measure will give the Department of 
Veterans Affairs sufficient time to effectively 
plan how it will deliver the best care to a grow-
ing number of veterans with increasingly com-
plex medical conditions. And to ensure that 
the funds are being used appropriately, H.R. 
1016 requires the United States Comptroller 
General to conduct a study to determine the 
adequacy and accuracy of the department’s 
budget model projections. 

My military constituents often turn to me for 
support in confronting the many challenges 
they face when working with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. We have come to under-
stand, that many of the challenges in efficient 
health care services are attributable to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs’ inadequate fund-
ing. Over the last two decades, the appro-
priated funds for medical care have not been 
provided to the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in a timely manner. This has resulted in the 
department’s problems in planning and man-
aging care for enrolled veterans. Accordingly, 
this bill addresses this budgetary problem and 
allows for advance appropriations to ensure 
the department has the Federal backing to ef-
fectively address the medical needs of our Na-
tion’s veterans. 

As a vocal advocate for veterans’ rights, I 
am pleased to add my voice of support for 
H.R. 1016. I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to ensure that we continue to pro-
vide the necessary resources towards improv-
ing our Department of Veterans Affairs’ health 
care programs and administrative services. 
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THE FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 8, 2009 

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, the Federal 
budget deficit tripled to a record $1.4 trillion for 
the 2009 fiscal year that ended last week, 
congressional analysts announced late yester-
day. 

According to the Congressional Budget Of-
fice this year’s budget deficit is a level not wit-
nessed since World War Two. 

The deficit amounted to almost 10 percent 
of the nation’s economy, triple the size of the 
shortfall for 2008. 

While tax revenue fell by $420 billion, or 17 
percent, to the lowest level in more than 50 
years, Federal spending rose by 18 percent. 

Despite this sobering economic report, the 
White House and its allies in Congress con-
tinue to press ahead with health care overhaul 
legislation that could cost at least $900 billion 
over the next decade. 

How many alarm bells must be set off be-
fore Washington gets serious about tackling 
our ever-growing budget deficits? 

HONORING REAR ADMIRAL WAYNE 
E. MEYER 

HON. ERIC J.J. MASSA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 8, 2009 

Mr. MASSA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to laud the achievements, acumen, patriotism 
and long service to our country by RA Wayne 
E. Meyer, affectionately known as the ‘‘Father 
of AEGIS.’’ His service to our Navy and our 
Nation has been continuous since his enlist-
ment as a midshipman recruit in 1943. He is 
best known as the founding project manager 
of the AEGIS Shipbuilding Project, which 
began building AEGIS cruisers in 1978. 
AEGIS destroyers are still being constructed 
today, and remain the world’s most formidable 
multi-mission warships. The cruisers and de-
stroyers in our fleet today are the direct result 
of Rear Admiral Meyer’s leadership and dedi-
cation to his country. 

Admiral Meyer’s life began far from the sea, 
in Brunswick, Missouri, in 1926. His family 
plowed the black earth in the ‘‘gumbo’’ region 
near the Missouri River, and, like so many 
other American families of that era, survived 
the Depression only through their determina-
tion and their indomitable spirit. 

When the Nation went to war in 1941, 
Wayne Meyer was only 15. He continued his 
schooling, but only days after his 17th birth-
day, with his parent’s written permission, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserve to serve 
his country. After graduating high school as 
his class president and valedictorian, the Navy 
called him to active duty as an apprentice sea-
man, and sent him to the University of Kan-
sas’ engineering school—part of President 
Roosevelt’s ‘‘V–12’’ program. After an acceler-
ated and exhausting 32 months, Wayne Meyer 
earned a B.S. in electrical engineering. Later 
that month, in February 1946, he was commis-
sioned an ensign in the U.S. Naval Reserve, 
and sent to M.I.T. for further schooling in the 
nascent fields of radar and sonar. His school-
ing later included atomic weapons training, a 
further graduate degree in electrical engineer-
ing, a master’s in aeronautics and astronautics 
from M.I.T., the Navy General Line School and 
certification as a Navy Ordnance Engineer. 

His early years in the Navy were marked by 
extensive sea duty. He was ordered to De-
stroyer Radar Picket USS Goodrich (DDR 
831), where he served as part of the occupa-
tion forces in the Mediterranean, service in the 
Greek civil war, and with part of the force sup-
porting the creation of Israel in 1948. He was 
accepted for transfer to the regular Navy that 
year as well. 

Meyer was next posted in Chinese waters, 
where his ship, the light gun cruiser Spring-
field (CL 66), was in the mouth of the 
Huangpu River when Chiang Kai-Shek’s Na-
tionalist forces fell to Mao’s Red Army in 
March 1949. He returned home to serve on a 
number of ships on Fleet Staffs—twice deploy-
ing in the destroyer tender USS Sierra (AD 
16). He patrolled the Distant Early Warning 
line (extended) off Newfoundland as Executive 
Officer in the Radar Picket Strickland (DER 
333). After a return to shore for more school-
ing, he was ordered to the guided missile 
cruiser Galveston (CLG 3) as Fire Control Offi-
cer and subsequently Gunnery Officer for her 
conversion as the first Talos cruiser, where he 

fired more Talos missiles than any other per-
son. By the time he finished his sea duty, he’d 
served on seven ships and sailed the Pacific, 
Atlantic, and Mediterranean. 

The next phase of Admiral Meyer’s career 
was leading critical programs and facilities in 
the Navy’s material establishment. In 1963 
Secretary of the Navy Fred Korth chose then 
Commander Meyer to serve in the special 
Navy Task Force for the Surface Guided Mis-
sile Systems, under command of RADM Eli T. 
Reich, USN. His work at the Terrier missile 
system desk led to his appointment to lead the 
engineering effort to transition the entire Ter-
rier fleet (30 ships) from analog to high speed 
digital systems. After turning down a destroyer 
command to continue this prelude to ad-
vanced weapons system design, he was ap-
pointed an Ordnance Engineering Duty Officer 
the same year he was selected for captain, 
1966. He then served as the Chief Engineer at 
the Naval Ship Missile Systems Engineering 
Station, Port Hueneme, California. From this 
post he led the in-service engineering of the 
Navy’s surface missile systems. 

Ordered back to Washington in 1969, he 
became the AEGIS Weapons System Man-
ager in the Bureau of Ordnance, the most im-
portant phase of his career. It was here that 
Meyer’s lifetime operational and engineering 
experience was put to the test. It would also 
require him to exercise what many know to be 
his unparalleled genius—organization and 
communication. 

Meyer’s first major challenge was to make 
AEGIS work. That is—develop and test a new 
area air defense system to protect the fleet 
from aircraft and cruise missile attack. By vir-
tue of his ‘‘double-hat’’ as the Director of Sur-
face Missile Systems in NAVSEA, he was also 
charged with keeping the existing fleet of Ter-
rier and Tartar ships capable against ever 
more sophisticated Soviet threats. Those who 
worked for Meyer in those early days knew 
him as untiring, relentless, and driven towards 
success. They also knew him to be the con-
summate engineer—demanding back-ups for 
risky technologies and redundancy to ensure 
his system would work under even the most 
demanding conditions. After a number of land- 
based tests, the AEGIS Weapon System pro-
totype was installed in the USS Norton Sound 
in 1974 for at-sea testing. Two more years of 
development and testing, following Meyer’s 
mantra, ‘‘build-a-little, test-a-little, learn a lot’’ 
led to ‘‘Super Sunday’’ in 1977, when AEGIS 
detected, tracked and engaged two targets si-
multaneously. 

With such a powerful new weapon system 
in development, the Navy understood that it 
could be used for more than just air engage-
ments, and in 1976 charged Meyer with devel-
oping the AEGIS Combat System. The combat 
system, which included the AEGIS Weapon 
System, would allow simultaneous multi-mis-
sion engagements against surface, air, and 
submarine targets, as well as strike capability. 
With his naval engineer’s eye toward cau-
tioned, prudent design, Meyer again de-
manded a stepwise approach to development, 
and thorough land-based testing before send-
ing the system to sea. 

With these combat and weapon systems 
under controlled development, Meyer’s next 
major challenge was to ‘‘get AEGIS to Sea.’’ 
Since the project began in 1969, the ship to 
carry AEGIS had been a hotly debated issue 
in the Navy, the Department of Defense, and 
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Congress. Meyer knew that he couldn’t have 
his engineers constantly focus as the targeted 
ships changed each year, and thus instituted 
‘‘Superset.’’ The ‘‘Superset’’ combat system 
would be the largest aggregation of capability 
under consideration for a single ship. If a less 
capable version were eventually authorized by 
Congress, ‘‘down-designing’’ would be easier 
than inserting new combat system features. 
When our democracy finished its great debate 
on the first ship to carry AEGIS, a highly modi-
fied version of the USS Spruance hull was the 
result. Christened by Nancy Reagan in 1981, 
and commissioned in 1983, the cruiser USS 
Ticonderoga was built on time, and slightly 
under budget. It was on the battle line in Leb-
anon only 9 months after its commission. 

Today, when our country seems to have dif-
ficulties building ships, we should remember 
that we have had great patriots like Admiral 
Meyer, who could lead the most complex of 
endeavors—and bring them in on cost and on 
schedule. 

But one ship does not a fleet make. Pro-
moted to rear admiral in 1975, Meyer’s third 
major challenge was to ‘‘rebuild the Surface 
Navy’’—transitioning from a Terrier and Tartar 
cruiser and destroyer fleet to an AEGIS cruis-
er and destroyer fleet. Meyer knew it would be 
a long process, and would require school-
houses, shore-based logistics, facilities for 
computer program maintenance, training, in- 
service engineering, and a host of other facili-
ties and people to keep the new fleet ready. 
With his partner in the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations’ Office, Vice Admiral James H. Doyle, 
Jr., he set out to build this supporting infra-
structure, which keeps the fleet ready today. 
With 27 cruisers and 62 destroyers built or 
under construction, and more in planning, Ad-
miral Meyer’s vision of rebuilding the surface 
Navy is now complete. 

After retiring in 1985, Admiral Meyer’s rest-
less zeal has kept him thoroughly involved in 
our Nation’s defense. He has chaired numer-
ous Navy Advisory Boards, the Ballistic Missile 
Defense Advisory Committee, and remains a 
valuable counselor to those in our Navy as the 
‘‘Father of AEGIS.’’ 

He has watched with special pride as his 
AEGIS fleet has been transformed into a crit-
ical arm of our Nation’s ballistic missile de-
fense system. With his guidance and 
mentorship, the process has again been, 
‘‘build-a-little, test-a-little, learn a lot,’’ with a 
record of success unparalleled among the 
missile defense programs. 

His accomplishments and contributions to 
the defense of our Nation have been so nu-
merous and far-reaching that the Secretary of 
the Navy named an AEGIS destroyer, DDG 
108, the USS Wayne E. Meyer. She is to 
commission this October, an event that will no 
doubt be attended by thousands who have 
taken part in the ‘‘AEGIS movement.’’ In ad-
vance of that monumental event, I would like 
to thank Admiral Meyer for his more than 65 
years of service to our Nation. I stand in awe 
of his achievements, his systems, his fleet, 
and his commitment to the excellence of our 
Navy. 

H. CON. RES. 51, RECOGNIZING THE 
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ANTARCTIC TREATY 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 8, 2009 

Mr. TIBERI. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express my support for H. Con. Res. 51, Rec-
ognizing the 50th Anniversary of the Antarctic 
Treaty. 

This resolution recognizes that the Antarctic 
Treaty has ensured Antarctica’s peaceful use 
and the continuance of international harmony 
for the past half century. Also, it encourages 
international and interdisciplinary collaboration 
in the Antarctic Treaty Summit. 

The Antarctic Treaty was signed by the 
United States and eleven other nations in 
Washington, D.C. on December 1, 1959. Over 
the past five decades, the Antarctic Treaty has 
succeeded as a firm foundation for ongoing 
international cooperation. It has grown to in-
clude 47 nations, representing nearly two- 
thirds of the world’s population. 

The Antarctic Treaty was established to 
continue and develop international ‘‘coopera-
tion on the basis of freedom of scientific inves-
tigation in Antarctica as applied during the 
International Geophysical Year.’’ 

November 30th through December 3, 2009, 
on the 50th anniversary of its signing, the Ant-
arctic Treaty Summit will convene in Wash-
ington, D.C. at the Smithsonian Institution. The 
summit will be an international and inter-
disciplinary meeting that will offer a unique 
venue for scientists, legislators, administrators, 
lawyers, historians, educators, executives and 
others to explore the scientific and policy 
achievements of the Antarctic Treaty System 
and its global precedents in international gov-
ernance. 

This resolution also encourages inter-
national and interdisciplinary collaboration in 
the Antarctic Treaty Summit to identify lessons 
from 50 years of international cooperation 
under the Antarctic Treaty that have legacy 
value for humankind. 

I would especially like to recognize my con-
stituent, Dr. Paul A. Berkman. Professor 
Berkman was awarded a Fulbright Distin-
guished Scholarship at the University of Cam-
bridge to plan the Antarctic Treaty Summit: 
Science-Policy Inter-actions in International 
Governance. Dr. Berkman now serves as 
Chair of the international board for this inter-
disciplinary project. I am thankful for his dedi-
cation, passion, and enthusiasm for the Ant-
arctic Treaty and the Antarctic Treaty Summit. 

I hope that my colleagues will join me in 
recognizing the important contributions, and 
peaceful international cooperation the Ant-
arctic Treaty has encouraged for the past half 
century by passing H. Con. Res. 51. A truly bi-
partisan measure will both capture and accu-
rately honor the spirit of the Antarctic Treaty. 

SUPPORTING NATIONAL ADULT 
EDUCATION AND FAMILY LIT-
ERACY WEEK 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANIEL B. MAFFEI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Mr. MAFFEI. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
in support of House Resolution 707, express-
ing support for the week of September 13, 
2009, as Adult Education and Family Literacy 
Week. Syracuse, NY, in my district, is consid-
ered the ‘‘home’’ of the adult literacy move-
ment. It was in Syracuse that Dr. Frank 
Laubach established Laubach Literacy Inter-
national to combat this ever growing problem. 
In my district, ProLiteracy continues the fight 
to encourage adult literacy in order to improve 
the lives of adults, their families and commu-
nities. ProLiteracy, the world’s largest organi-
zation of adult literacy and basic education 
programs, provides advocacy, professional de-
velopment, training, technical assistance, and 
materials to the programs that help adults 
learn to read, write, perform basic math, use 
technology, and communicate in English. 

Fourteen percent of adults nationwide can-
not read at an 8th grade level, that number 
rises to twenty two percent of adults in the 
state of New York. The ability to read is a key 
component for overcoming poverty, maintain-
ing good health, finding a job that pays a living 
wage and preventing crime. Almost 63 percent 
of all inmates in state and federal prisons are 
almost totally illiterate. 

For example, Carl Sodeberg from Min-
neapolis, Minnesota had a learning disability 
that made it difficult for him to read. When 
Carl was in high school, he was called to the 
front of the classroom to read something from 
the blackboard. When students and the teach-
er mocked him, Carl lashed out at the teacher 
verbally and was suspended from school. He 
never went back. Over the next 20 years Carl 
found himself in and out of work. He devel-
oped a drug problem and ended up in jail. 
When he finally realized he needed to learn to 
read, Carl was in his mid–40’s. Carl worked 
with an adult literacy program in his commu-
nity—he learned to read, earned his high 
school diploma, and then went on to get a 
paraprofessional’s license that enables him to 
work as a teacher’s aide. He’s now employed 
by the high school from which he was sus-
pended, working with students who have fallen 
behind in their studies due to reading prob-
lems. 

It is stories such as Carl Sodeberg’s that re-
mind us the importance of encouraging adult 
literacy and the mission of organizations like 
ProLiteracy. I encourage other Members to 
join me in supporting H. Res. 707 to designate 
the week of September 13 Adult Education 
and Family Literacy Week. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PASSING 
OF W.L. SMITH 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 8, 2009 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Mr. W.L. Smith ‘‘Jun-
ior,’’ a World War II veteran and a community 
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